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Unveiling “ Venus' Waistband”
——A Study of Tong Qingbing’ s “Theory of the Literary Aesthetic Feature”

Sun Shumin

(Literary School, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In the late 1970s, when China’ s literary criticism tries to smash political and philosophical
fetters and return to its own cultural context, Tong Qinghing puts forward his “theory of the
literary aesthetic feature”, in which he reclassifies the image feature determined by form (the
fundamental feature of literature) as the aesthetic feature determined by content, and sets forth his
theory “The specific nature of literature is aesthetics”. By applying Marx' s theory of value, Tong s
“theory of the literary aesthetic feature” defines the aesthetic nature of literature, distinguishes
between literature and nonliterature, and meets the historical demand. Since the theory is
characterized by its open and pluralistic theoretical vision, its dialectical theoretical methodology and
its spirit of theoretical nheritance and development, it can constantly exhibit its internal vigour.
Key words: Tong Qingbing, “theory of the literary aeshetic feature”, theoretical setting, theoretical
meaning, theoretical feature”
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