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A Historical Study of the Introduction and Improvement of
Gunpowder and Firearms in Ancient Korea

Zhu Jing

(Centre for Scientific and Social Studies, Peking U niversity, Beijing 100871, China)
Abstract: Korea first introduces gunpowder and firearms from China in the middle of the 14th
century, while most of its Western model firearms are introduced from Japan after the 17th century.
The paper reviews the history of Korea’ s introduction and improvement of gunpowder and
firearms, and makes a comparison between China and Korea in this regard.- Although the purity of
salpetre increases after technological innovation, the output cannot meet Korea s needs. Some kinds
of imported firearms are used, and Koreans also invent some of their own. T he paper also argues
that the exact time when gunpowder is introduced is not clear, and the method of manufacturing
saltpetre and some firearms in Korea is not different from that in China.

Key words: Korea, China, Japan, gunpow der, firearms, history of chemistry

(L#297)
A Comparison between Chinese and Korean Dances in
Their Use of the Sleeve”

Xiang Kaiming and Xiang Nan

(Art School, Yanbian U niversity, Yanji, Jilin Province 133000, China)

Abstract: The sleeve dance is an Oriental creation. The use of the %leeve” can help not only to
extend human limbs and expand the manifestation of the human body, but also to show different
artistic forms by cleverly using long sleeves. The dancer’ s movements vary with her supple and
elegant carriage, and her long sleeves whirl in the air like a ribbon. In fact the sleeve dance can
express greater emotions than other dancing forms. The beauty shown by slowing, flying, pulling
and whirling sleeves can lead its audience to a pure and wonderful realm, provide the dance with
deep humanistic connotations, and add more charms to this artistic form.

Key words: sleeve, China, Korea, dance, difference and similarity
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