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Shozo Suzuki s Idea of Profession Its H istorical Function
in the Embryonic Stage of Japan s Capitalim

Zhu K unrong

(Depariment of Philosophy, Peking University Beijing 100871, Chna)
Abstract The Edo Period w itnesses the em bryonic stage of Japan’ s capitalism, w hen Japan’ s
capitalist spirit is influenced not only by the developm ent of them arket econom y and the separatist
shogunate system, but also by Buddhisn. The concept of“ enlightenm ent by w isdan” in Buddhisn
plays an active part in the developm ent of rudm entary capitalisn, asw ell as a pragm atic role in the
secularized process of Buddhism. Japanese M onk Shozo Suzuk{ s idea of “ any profession for
Buddhism” produces extensie effect on the history of Japanese phibsophy and provides the

theo retical basis for the interpretation of businessm en’ s econam ic behav ior and their status roles so

as to prom ote the social developm ent in this historical period.

Keywords Shozo Suzkj idea of profession “ any profession forBuddhism”, Japan' s capitalist spirit
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