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Love for Others Is Core of Confucian Concepts of
“Faithfulness” and “Forgiveness”

FENG Chen
( Department of Philosophy Party School of CCP Shandong Provincial Committee Jinan 250103 China)

Abstract: The concepts of Chung or faithfulness and Shu or forgiveness in the Analects are generally regarded
by the later generations as the “way of practicing benevolence” and have become the behavioral principle of inter—
personal contacts. In form Chung and Shu define from two aspects the moral standards with Liren and Daren as their
purposes. But in moral practice it is the moral sentiment; the love for others helps to achieve the purposes. In this
sense it is because both Chung and Shu take the love for others as their core value that they display the characteris—
tics of being sincere and considerate. And because of this the moral power of Chung and Shu will take place and
their moral behavior may come into reality. The characteristics of Chung and Shu summarized above can be largely
attributed to Confucius’ constant emphasis of moral consciousness in one’ s moral life.
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