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Kant Jacobi and Pantheism Controversy

HUANG Yi

( School of Humanities Southwestern University of Finance and Economics Chengdu 611130 China)

Abstract: The key theme of the pantheism controversy was that of relationship of reason and faith. Jacobi ar—

gued that all philosophy based on the reason necessarily led to the atheism and fatalism. Mendelssohn’ s metaphysics

tried to prove the faith through reason. However his metaphysics could not withstand the attack from Kant and Jaco-

bi. Kant” s practical faith relieved the conflict of reason and faith to some extent. However in the eyes of Jacobi

Kant’ s practical justification of faith was extremely problematic. There did not seem to be any solution to Jacobi’ s

dilemma. Either we forswore our reason to save our faith or we abandoned our faith to uphold our reason.
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