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Modernist Expressions of Modern People’ s Isolation
— A Fresh Perspective on Taiwanese Playwright Ma Sen’ s Works

HU Xingiang

Abstract: Characters ( Jiaose) the Taiwanese playwright Ma Sen’ s collection of one-act plays is novel
avant-garde and unique in both contents and artistic form. Academia generally considers his works as theatre of
the absurd. However strictly speaking Ma Sen’ s dramas cannot be categorized as theatre of the absurd. His
plays depict the isolation of modern people rather than the sense of absurdity unique in theatre of the
absurd. Artistically he rarely resorts to the artistic devices of theatre of the absurd. Instead his plays try to
express his own feelings by using his understanding of modernism to create images magic realism and

allegorical symbols.

Key words: Ma Sen; modern people’ s isolation; modernism Mutual
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