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Adverbs of Frequency in Oracle Bone Inscriptions
HUANG Tian-shu

Abstract: There are five mostfrequently-used adverbs of frequency in oracle bone inscriptions: fu ()
fu( ) xun( ) huo( ) andyi( ). The author has gained some new insights in this field after
doing further study on the basis of the lastest academic research. Adverbs of frequency in edicts and
prognostications indicate that things have not yet happened while these in verifications indicate that things
have happened. Most adverbs of frequency in oracle bone inscriptions are monosyllabic function words but
sometimes one adverb goes together with another such as "yi xun ( )" and "yi bu ( )". We should
attach importance to both monosyllabic function words and function words used together as the latter is of

great importance in the research of function words in ancient Chinese language.

Key words: the Yin Ruins; oracle bone inscription; adverb of frequency; adverbs used

togetherconstruction of sound-changed words; formats; rules; enhancing scope of ancient phonology research
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