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Sound Change Resulting from Meaning Change in Newly
Compounded Words Plus a Speculation on the Future
Orientation of Ancient Chinese Phonology Research

HONG Cheng-yu

Abstract: Most of ancient Chinese characters singly constitute separate words. While the characters are
relatively stable the words as the most lively part of a language do change with the changing Chinese
society. When the meaning of a word changes for example it was represented by the same character
concurrently at the beginning. But then gradually there was a sound change in the concurrent character
giving rise to sound-changed new words. These sound-changed new words come in a number of formats and
follow certain rules. Therefore if we can enhance the scope of ancient phonology research to include the

construction of sound-changed words we certainly have large rooms to cover.

Key words: construction of sound-changed words; formats; rules; enhancing scope of ancient phonology research
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