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On Managing County Granaries in the Song Dynasty

YANG Fang

Abstract: The County granary was an important part of the Song Dynasty fiscal system and therefore
reconstructing local granary management constituted a serious task in strengthening centralization at the
beginning of the regime. The Song government attached great importance to the construction and management
of the County granary with a special administration and complex supervision system in place to ensure its
operation and effective central government control of local finance. However there were a host of malpractices
and disadvantages in connection with management of the County granary signalling corruption that was

inevitable of the centralized autocratic government in ancient China.

Key words: Song Dynasty the County Granary management system malpractices
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