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The Long-Distance Trade Conducted by Jiangxi Merchants in Mid-to
Late — Qing Dynasty: Interpreting the
Jiangxi Merchants’ Business Letters ( Part II)

LIU Qiu-gen

Abstract: Relying on the newly discovered Jiangxi Merchants’ Business Letters this paper studies
several hitherto largly unexplored or otherwise under—research issues related to business history including the
Jiangxi merchants’ mode of operation the relationship between the guilds and the broker agencies the
transportation networks employed etc. The study reveals that the Jiangxi merchants would bring such
commodities as summer cloth paper cereal and oil and travel along Yangtze branches and trade in such
places as Anqing and Wuhu in Anhui Liyang Wuxi Changzhou and Nanxun in the Jiangnan area for cotton
from Shanghai and Taicang which they then sell in Wucheng of Jiangxi. In the process they frequently
resorted to business cooperation and utilized local brokers to facilitate trade; they built their own guilds; and

they took full advantages of the convenient transportation of the Yangtze to deliver both goods and information.

Key words: Long distance trade; Jiangxi merchant; summer cloth; broker; business cooperation;

business letter
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