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Harmony but not Uniformity, Unity and then Success:
Modern Values of Excellent Traditional Chinese Culture

SHAO Pei-ren YAO Jin—yun

(Institute of Communication, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 310028 )

Abstract: The values of traditional Chinese culture have emerged as a focal point of discussion among modern Chinese
scholars. From Neolithic era on, there existed several cultural systems in China. They associated and permeated with each
other, resulting in harmony but no uniformity, unity and then success. Through the development of intellectual culture, a
hundred schools of thought contended during the Spring and Autumn periods, while Confucianism and Daoism rose above
others. Buddhism was first introduced during the Western and Eastern Han dynasties, then thrived in Northern and Southern
dynasties, and finally formed a tripartite balance with Confucianism and Daoism. With the integration and fusion, Neo-
Confucianism became prominent during the Song and Ming dynasties and further influenced the neighborhood. After the
introduction of the West, modern China has experienced unprecedented changes, but sprung up a large number of
confucianists. The reason why traditional Chinese culture has a continuous history lies in this  “harmony but not uniformity,
unity and then success” quality. On the one hand, “harmony but not uniformity” supports a diversified existence and deems
the integration and harmonious coexistence of different forms of cultures, on the other hand, “unity and then success”
promotes positive communication and mutual learning between each other. To put it briefly, diversity, compatibility, acceptance
and appreciation are the excellent values contributed by traditional Chinese culture.

Key Words: Harmony but not Uniformity; Unity and then Success; Traditional Cultural Values; Compatibility;

Acceptance; Appreciation
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