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East—west Axis between “Great Wall-Tianshan” Commercial Route and

National Construction in Early

”

——Modern China and Probe and Application of Lattimore’s “Regional Research Approach

HUANG Da-yuan
(Academy of Research in Western China's Borderland, Shannxi Normal University, Xi'an Shaanxi 710062 )

Abstract: As a spatial perspective as a whole for observation of Chinese history shift, “regional research approach” put
by Latimore starts from integrated relation between strategic and economic zones. In the settlement of problems between Russia
and inner Asia, the Qing imperial court was urged to develop “Great Wall-Tianshan” commercial route, which signifies not
only better economic ties between inner—land and Xinjiang but mirrors shift for national fate from south—north axis in Grand
Cannal direction to east—west axis in Tianshan—Great Wall direction. The rise and fall of such a commercial route became an
important ~ “barometer” in the course of history. Under national discourse with previous “sea country” as a reference, “land
territory” crisis got worse and toned down the implication of relation across the Great Wall handled previously by the Qing
imperial court (relation between China and Mongolia and that bteween China and Russia), never substitution for a key role
played by east—west axis by “Tianshan—Great Wall in China’s national spatial construction. China needs to take into account
experience from both ocean and land in constructing a modern country.

Key Words: New View of History; Territorial Research; Spatial Construction; Strategic Zone; Economic Zone; “Great

Wall-Tianshan” Commercial Route; East—west Axis
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