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Analyzing that “the Weak Overcame the Strong”
from the Sentence Pattern of Goblet Words: An Interpretation
on the Thought of War Art in Chapter 67 of Tao Te Ching

LIU Ke
( School of Marxism PLA Nanjing Institute of Politics Nanjing 210003 China)

Abstract: With the progressive sentence patterns Chapter 67 of Tao Te Ching deduces the conclusion that an
army burning with righteous indignation is bound to win specifically expounding the thought that “the weak o—
vercame the strong”. With the analysis of sentence patterns as a method the linear thinking model of one di-
mension is discarded while the multidayer sentence patterns are integrated as the interpreting structure of unified
multi dimensions which initiates the approach to interpretation from the form to the content. That “the weak o—
vercame the strong” implies the formation of the confrontational situation guided by virtue of the weakness and
the realization of the reversion between the strong and the weak by means of the emotionally “righteous indigna—
tion”. Only under the strategic viewpoint of dynamic “trend” can the “righteous indignation” be the constitutive
element of the conclusion that “the weak overcame the strong”.
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