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Textual Research on Wang Shizhen’s “Red Bridge Baptism’

—Also on the Relationship among Poetic Society, Gathering and Responsory

Zhu Zejie

(College of Media and International Culture,Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Red Bridge Baptism, Yechun Responsory. Yechun Society centered by the famous poet
Wang Shizhen in the early Qing Dynasty represented an important phenomenon in the Qing poetry and
were frequently mentioned by Wang’s contemporaries and the later generations, thus exercising far-
reaching influence. But the accounts and understandings of such a phenomenon were often wrong and
ambiguous, and thus misleading (with the author as no exception). Therefore, a discussion of the
phenomenon from the angle of the relationship among poetic society, gathering and responsory and the
correction of all relevant errors may contributes to academic research in related fields.

Key words: Wang Shizhen; Red Bridge Baptism; Yechun Responsory; Yechun Society

A Study of Starvation in Jiangsu Province (I)
—From the Angle of Unnatural Death

Li Liangyu

(Department of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The starvation in Jiangsu Province was an integral part of the nationwide starvation.
Unnatural deaths caused by famine and food shortage in Jiangsu started in the winter of 1958 and
spread until the first half of 1962, with the climax in 1959 and 1961. The main reason of the great
starvation in Jiangsu was the destruction of rural productivity that presented itself in 6 aspects, but
the root laid in the leftist thinking route of the Great Leap Forward and the People’s Commune. The
provincial committee of CPC was united, practical and ready to solve problems once found and thus
checked the starvation in a sense although it couldn’t resist the nationwide movements of the Great
Leap Forward and the People’s Commune; however, part of the county leaders who were leftist and
pompous and many low-level officials that violated the law were one of the important causes that led to
starvation. And this was one remarkable difference between Jiangsu and the more seriously starved
provinces like Anhui, Henan and Sichuan.

Key words: starvation; the Great Leap Forward; the People’s Commune; Jiangsu Province; study

of contemporary Chinese history



