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Research on the Cultural Value of Ancient Chinese Terracotta Riding Figurine

Chao Hong' Lu Chunli’
(1. School of Architecture Tianjin University Tianjin 300072 China;
2. School of Fine Arts Academy Northwest Nationality University Lanzhou 730030 China)

Abstract: Terracotta riding figurine is a mode of artistic expression of people riding animals like horses or camels and the
organic integration of these subjects into ceramic crafts and sculptures generally through special firing process. Many aca—
demic and educational papers and books have been published nowadays regarding ancient Chinese terracotta figure arts.

However research particularly focus on riding figurine is still rare. The text in this article has demonstrated the historical e—
volution of this art form: the emerging during Period of Battle Kingdoms the booming during the Tang Dynasty and the de—
clining after Yuan Dynasty. The constant changing of political cultural and social environment finally leaded to the down—
turn of this ancient tradition. The author of this article has been studying the physical characteristics of the art form together
with the larger social and cultural background in attempt to provide an invaluable testimony to the rich heritage of ancient
craftsmanship and the importance of cultural conservancy.
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