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On the Nature Man in East of Eden

ZHANG Shujuan
(School of Foreign Languages Changzhou Institute of Technology Changzhou Jiangsu 213002 China)

Abstract: By East of Eden John Steinbeck discusses the man-nature ecological relationship. Adam violates the law of nature and
thus suffers nature’s harsh retribution which reflects his anthropocentric view. Samuel the Nature Man cherishes every inch of
land  devotes love and care to nature and he reaps reward of nature which forms his ecological ethics. From Adam’ spiritual
tragedy and Samuel’s optimism and inner wholeness Steinbeck presents his ecological idea: human beings should respect and
love nature just as Samuel does. Only in this way will the harmonious coexistence between human and nature man and society
and man and man be realized in the near future.
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