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A Semiotic Narrative Interpretation of XU Xun Legend

FU Xiuyan
( Center for Narratology Studies Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330027 China)

Abstract: There must be some cultural elite and wisdom in the regional immortal folklores. The his—
torical fact that the Poyang Lake area had been suffered from the flood bitter causes the long — term
spreading of the legend relating XU Xun’ s conquering evil dragon in Jiangxi region. The ecological
sensitivity and reverence for nature motivated by the water’ s rise and fall made the flood into an evil
dragon raising winds and waves and its eventually being contained reflects Jiangxi people’ s strong
desire to conquer the natural disasters. The reason why XU Xun born in a non — native family has
actually got the greatest respect in Jiangxi which is the place propitious for giving birth to many ce-
lebrities is that the flood control has always been a top priority in this frequent flooding province. In
fact XU Xun’s “suppressing the evil dragon with iron pole” is to inspire people to plant trees be—
cause their roots could conserve water and soil. His prophecy “here will be safe even in unrest time”
means Jiangxi will get area competition advantage for ensuring stable yields despite drought or exces—
sive rain after extensive tree — planting and his another prophecy “the immortal will show up when
the North Sand is taller than people’ s shoulder” tells us “where there is danger there will be
saved”. In conclusion XU Xun legend prompts us to game nature with awe respect and pity and the
correct method is to restrict each other forces of nature.
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o ( Briankle G. Chang { X ) © “Once the delivery is made the postman withdraws or undelivers himself from the

given task. For once the delivery is made the possibility of the message” s being lost which the postman carries no less than the message itself can
happily be eliminated. The postman now withdraws because he is no longer needed and he is no longer needed because the message is no longer

with him. ” “ "(2013+ ) .



