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Abstract: Using the problematic of cultural studies and the rise of ethnic literary studies in the West

as a point of departure this essay foregrounds the indispensible function of form in the study of liter—

ary narratives. Topics to be discussed include the tensions between conducting literary studies in Chi-

na and doing so in the West especially in terms of the social imaginations developed out of disparate

contexts and academic traditions; different designations of form in such contexts and traditions; the

relationship between form and Western historicism; and the need to tap into both the resources and-

potentials of China’ s own critical practices.
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