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The Theoretic Debate on the Definition of “Ethics”

WU Jinjing
( School of Politics and Law Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: The definition of “ethics” has been one of the basic theoretic problems discussed in ethi—
cal academia. There are such views and perspectives in academia as “normative ethics’ ‘virtuous
ethics’  “subjective ethics’ “activity ethics’  “synthesis ethics” etc. The debate on the definition
of “ethics” among academia has two characteristics: obvious stage development and typical philo—
sophical methodology. It is intertwined with discussions related to basic theoretical issues of ethics
and there are not insufficient distinguish between “ethics” and “morality ”. Combing the debates a—
mong the domestic academic circles can make us see that the research on basic theoretical issues
goes deeper and becomes consummate step by step. At the same time they make us find the prob—
lems and shortcomings in the establishment of basic theory of ethics which contributes to provide
more abundant academic materials for the moral standard system construction of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics.
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