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On the Poetry Test System and Its Influence over the Civilian Polity

TANG Yan—jun

( College of Humanities, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China )

Abstract: In the Tang dynasty, one of the methods of government selecting civil officials was testing poetry. Such method was a

result of the civilian polity, for the government respected Consucianism and believed that poems had the power to influence

politics. Through a comprehensive study of the phenomenon of testing poetry in the Ji—Shi-Examination, the Quan—Examination,

the Bo—Xue-Hong-Ci Examination, the Zhi-Ju Examination and the Hanlin—Academy-Examination, it is found that there was a

complete poetry testing system in the Tang dynasty and that it had a great influence over the establishment of the civilian polity.

Keywords: the Tang dynasty; selecting civil officials by testing poetry; testing poetry; the civilian polity
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