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High Standards of Moral Values and Moral Reconstruction

of the Idealism in the Song Dynasty
WANG Ze-ying
(Moral Culture Research Center, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The Song Dynasty is different from the Wei, Jin, Sui and Tang Dynasties in that scholar—bureaucrats were
concerned with the reconstruction of moral ideals, rectification of public morals and shouldering the responsibility. They
put emphasis on individual morals and behaviors, honored themselves in shouldering responsibilities and devoted them-
selves to the construction of morals, all of which were combined together with the endeavor to make great achievements in
political and social life. Moral idealism in the Song Dynasty originated from the experiences of the late Tang Dynasty and
Five Dynasties, and the reconstruction ranged from the concern and research of morals and life, the raising and promotion
of grieve first and rejoice afterwards, to the admiration and pursuit of saints. The morals of scholar—bureaucrats came into
being in the process and reconstruction and advocation of moral idealism, which became the spiritual supports for the
moral idealism in the Song Dynasty.
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