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Abstract: A better understanding of what Taiwan means to China must be based on broader horizons.

Taiwan’ s geographical location as a hub of the sea-anes in the Western Pacific makes it an island of great geo—

strategic importance. After the debate on naval defense in the late Qing dynasty ( 1644 — 1911)

strategic position became a consensus of the then government and amongst its high-ranking officials

Taiwan’ s

and that

view has been shared up to today. As to the understanding of Taiwan’ s position in the ocean world Japan and

the United States are typical of the East and the West respectively. The present study concludes that China

must settle the Taiwan issue in order to protect its sovereignty and become a great power in the new century.
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