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A Behavior Analysis of Local Government’s Environmental Governance
from Perspective of Information Structure: On Case of Pollutants Emission
Reduction during the "Eleventh Five-Year Plan” Period

GONG Mengjie' QI Ye'?
(1. School of Public Policy and Management Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China;
2. Climate Policy Institute Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: During the Eleventh Five-Year Plan period the achievement of local government’s environmental gov—
ernance aiming at pollutant emission reduction was significant. The Ministry of Environmental Protection on be—
half of the central government adopted a series of policies such as collecting statistics monitoring and examina—
tion and changed the administrative behavior of local government by transforming information structure. Local
government was responsible for environmental protection goals and the observation process of environmental infor—
mation. Focused objects of observation and examination brought incentives to the policy implementation of local
government. A nested information structure was finally formed with the signal of pollutant emission reduction tar—
get through information transferring within different levels of governments and environmental bureaus. The central
government acquires information from State Environmental Bureaus and its local agencies meanwhile empowers
verification of the information to the local government. In this way the problem of ineffective supervision of cen—
tral government and lack of motivation in local government will probably be solved.

Keywords: information structure; local government; environmental governance behavior; Eleventh Five-Year

Plan pollutant emission reduction
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