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The Philosophical State of Linguistics

LI Wen-ge

(School of Foreign Languages, Harbin Institute of Technology , Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: Linguistics has been associated with philosophy very far back in time, and they can't be

separated completely from each other. On one hand linguistics serves philosophy and on the other

hand philosophical thought promotes the development of language studies. In the late 19"™ century and

early 20™ century, " the Linguistic Turd' of western philosophy came up, forming generic language

philosophy with more than 100 years development. Although philosophy of language contains different

meanings, it should be divided into two main categories, Philosophy of linguistics and Philosophical

linguistics. Philosophy needs to study the language to solve philosophical problems, and linguistics al-

so needs philosophical thinking. They affect and promote each others development. With the research

of philosophy of language by linguist deepened, philosophy of language is leading linguistics into un-

precedented philosophical state.
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