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Live in Elder Care Homes and Filial Piety .
A Survey on Elder Care Homes in Nanjing

FENG Xiao-tian,JIANG Zhen

(School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: One result of the family plan policy is the changing of population structure, especially
the increase of old people. The elder care home in cities is becoming an complementary to old care in
families. Since this kind of old care poses conflict with the idea of filial piety in traditional culture
which is closely associated with old care in families, it is an important problem that the elder care
homes may change the cognition about filial piety. This paper analyzed and discussed these problems
based on the interviewed data obtained from some elder care homes in Nanjing. The results show that
urban elder people choose elder home cares are mainly for the reasons that their children are busy, no
one can take care of them at home, lack of housing, the relationship with their children is bad, and ill
for a long time, etc. Some of them think the elder care home is good, some not sure, and some think
negatively. Some of their children think it positively, and some are contradictory. Both elder people
and their children do not agree that sending elder into elder care homes is the opposite of filial piety.
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