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Wang Yangming’ s Interpretation of the Great Learning and
the Establishment of “Zhiliangzhi”
WANG Lei
( School of Humanities Dalian University of Technology Dalian 116024 China)
Abstract: This paper argues that in Wang Yangming’ s theory about The Great Learning the emphasis
had a transformation from “Gewu” to “Chengyi” to “Zhizhi” which contained the inherent logic of the
establishment of “Zhiliangzhi” ( extension of innate knowledge) . Young Wang Yangming failed to ac—
quire Tao by “Gewu” which included both knowledge pursuit and moral cultivation in Zhu Xi’ s theory
while knowledge pursuit can’t reach the complete and final understanding of Tao. After Longchang en—
lightenment Wang Yangming emphasized “Chengyi” with defining things( “Wu”) in the scope of inten—
tion( “Yi”) then objective things( “Wu”) became intentional events and corresponding “Li” existed
as moral laws so “Gewu” meant doing good rather than evil for the complete and final understanding of
Tao. Had experienced the rebellion of Ning Wang Wang Yangming’ s focus shifted to “Zhizhi” and ex—
plained “Zhi” as “Liangzhi” ( innate knowledge) which was the judge of ethical right or wrong in his the—
ory this also meant the thorough change to Zhu Xi’s “Gewu” theory.
Key words: The Great Learning; Gewu; Chengyi; Zhizhi; Liangzhi( innate knowledge)
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