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Mencius’ s Idealism and Neo — Confucianism Developed
in the Song and Ming Dynasties
WEI Yi - xia
( Research Center of China Modern Culture Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

Abstract: Mencius attached importance to the actions of heart and emphasized that the four hearts were
the content of the human nature. He derived the theory of Xingshan from it and made human show no
difference from God . It insisted on morals of the Confucianism and led to the development of Neo — Con—
fucianism in the Song and Ming Dynasties. The four hearts praised by Mencius were promoted to be the
origins of the universe in the Neo — Confucianism. The importance attached to the heart by Mencius was
closely related with the moral practice of Neo — Confucianiam.

Key words: mencius ; idealism; neo — confucianism in the Song and Ming Dynasties



