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Reversed Self — Restriction:
A Methodology of Contemporary Confucian Political Philosophy
—A Review of Angle’ s Progressive Confucianism
WANG Kun
( Advanced Institute For Study of Confucianism Shandong University Ji’ nan 250100 China)

Abstract: Stephen C. Angle’ s Progressive Confucianism is aimed at setting the oot of ethical progres—
sion in creative political practice. Drawing on Mou Zongsan’ s Self — restriction ethics and politics are
connected together and the meaning of progressive can be interpreted in light of conservative. However
he ignored Mou’ s differentiation between progression of political values and conservation of ethical val—
ues as well as the independence of ethics from politics in Mou” s thoughts. In fact he tries to approach
ethical argumentation through political practice so ethical progression depends on political situation. This
methodology can be called Reversed Self — restriction. It is also rooted in Confucian tradition but instead
of Mou’ s Self — restriction it is closely related with Xunzi’ s thoughts of accumulation of ethical values.
In this light the progressive and Confucian meaning in his thoughts can be interpreted simultaneously.
Compared with other theories of contemporary Confucian studies Reversed Self — Restriction can be
deemed as a trend of theoretical development.

Key words: reversed self —restriction; progression; confucianism; political philosophy



