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Aesthetic Violence on Female:

on the Female Imprisonment Narrative of British Classic Gothic Fictions

RUAN Shi-gin
( School of Humanities and Social Sciences Guangzhou Civil Aviation College Guangzhou 510403 China)

Abstract: British classic gothic fictions embraces a lot of narrative sequences related to female imprisonment. This
kind of imprisonment narrative is the basic narrative mode of the gothic fictions. Imprisonment narratives on one
hand from the perspective of power system expose the realization of the patriarchal power system’s discipline on
female through the physical imprisonment in the narrative. On the other hand from the perspective of reading these
narratives can be read as the experience of death of female individualism and reading these narratives is a part of the
power system construction aiming at disciplining female. This kind of power system operation with the reading
experiences targets to construct disciplining power technology based on the patriarchal culture in classic periods.
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