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Conscience and Enlightenment
—— Judgment on Truth and Good

XIE Wen- yu

(Center for research of Jewish and cross- religions, Shandong University,Jinan,Shandong 250022,China)

Abstract: There had been two major feelings in Europe after the Reformation of Religion, i.e., anti- Roman-
ism and individual freedom. This paper analyzes into these two feelings and finds that the concept of con-
science is crucial in understanding these two feelings. The issue of conscience is about judging truth and
good. In initiating the reform, Martin Luther heavily appealed to his conscience in defending Romanist at-
tacks. With the widely spreading of the reformation of religion, Luther’s conscience was well received and
supported throughout Europe. Descartes transformed Luther’ s conscience into the subject (cogito) in human
knowing activity, and argued that its existence is the only valid thing in his through skepticism and so that
it is the foundation of human knowledge. Finally, in Rousseau’ s thought, this conscience is the final author-
ity in judging good and bad; and as the starting point of human existence, it cannot be deprived from any
human being, and therefore constitutes the fundamental human right. The paper argues that the whole En-
lightenment was to reveal and propaganda this conscience, was to lead people to realize that each of them
contains conscience, which belongs to them from the beginning to the end. Once people have reached this
realization, the Enlightenment realizes its task.
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