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The Relationship between Tushan Style Shaoling
Style and Changqing Style

On the Poetry of Fang Wen as a Forerunner of the Tongcheng School

ZHU Li - xia

Abstract: In the early Qing Dynasty Du Fu was followed while Li Bai was rejected. The poetry of
Fang Wen a survivor of the Tongcheng School was not only influenced by Shaoling style but also inheri—
ted the features of Changqing style to a great extent. Fang Wen’s style of writing was called Tushan style
in competition with Meicun style and Yushan style. This paper argues that Tushan style was influenced by
Shaoling style and Changqing style in three aspects. First it inherited the poetic idea of Shaoling and
Changqing styles to care about the life of the people and to lament for them. Second it inherited the nar—
rative tradition of Shaoling and Changqing styles recording a turbulent but real history with a poetic
style. Third it pursues a simple and plain linguistic style. Tushan style possessed unique poetic features
in the early Qing Dynasty directly influenced later poetic development and became the forerunner of the
Tongcheng School.

Key words: Fang Wen; Tushan style; Shaoling style; Changqing style; Tongcheng School
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