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A Discussion on Dong Zhongshu’s and He Xiu’s
Versions of “Three Ages of Different Words”

GAO Ji-yi CHEN Xu - bo

Abstract “Three Ages of Different Words” ( differently seen heard and spread) together with
“Three Unifications” ( New Zhou Old Song and being New King) and “Internal and External Division”
( empire as internal and vassal state as external; vassal state as internal and barbarian state as external)
have been known as the “Nine Connotations Embodied in Three Sections”. They are the general program
of Dong and Hes Gong Yang. “Three Unifications” and “Internal and External Division” emphasize
meaning instead of expression which will lead to emptiness. “Three Ages of Different Words” emphasize
both meaning and words which is an important clue for the understanding of the other Six Connotations
Embodied in Two Sections. Dong and He include kindness and kings enlightenment. Their Versions of
Different Words include examples of microspeech and pretext. We can know the distinction of kindness
and king’s enlightenment by micro-speech and pretext and the meaning of “Three Unifications” and “In-
ternal and External Division” by the distinction of kindness and king’s enlightenment. So that “Nine
Connotations Embodied in Three Sections” can be interconnected.

Key words: Dong Zhong-shu; He Xiu; Three Ages of Different Words; Nine Connotations Embod-
ied in Three Sections; research on Gong Yang
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