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American Three Theories on the Art Education in the 20th Century

ZHOU Chun - hua
( School of Fine Arts Hainan Normal University Haikou 571158 China)

Abstract: The formalism art education theory has influenced over the American art education throughout
the 20th Century. It has led to the separation of art and social life by the only pursuit of “meaningful form”
thus it has eventually aroused artists philosophers and art education workers have retorted about it. There
have merits of child — centered art education theory to liberate children’s creative nature. However it has sep—
arated children from society and ignores the social cultural characteristics of art education. DBAE includes
aesthetics art criticism art history and art production. It has improved the status of the art education in the
school curriculum by the strict disciplinary structure. However DBAE’ knowledge system is based on the
Western Centralism. It is unable to reach the really equal communion. With the development of education re—
form movement that include visual culture multiculturalism feminism education democracy and so on
people have constantly challenged and criticized the three art education theories mentioned above. Therefore
it needs to develop a new art education theory in order to improve them.
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