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The Binding Effect of Cultural Stereotype in
Cross - cultural Communication

LIANG Xiao-bo & TAN Juding

( School of Humanities and Social Sciences National University of Defense Technology Changsha 410074 China)

Abstract: Cross — cultural communication is now emerging as an important issue in China in which cul-
tural stereotype is catching more and more attention. Its existence is inseparable to cognitive prototype. It may
give rise to strong sense of ego — centrism and bring about the view of cultural isolation; it may also give rise
to the blank of cultural tolerance and lead to the deficiency of cultural assimilation; it may even give rise to
the overgeneralization to the foreign culture and cause miscommunication or conflict in cross — cultural com-
munication. Therefore it is vital to have a right awareness and understanding to cultural stereotype: the bind-
ing of cultural stereotype must be unleashed for the close cultural exchange with foreign cultures; the tolerance
to other cultures must be enhanced for the learning of the advantages of foreign cultures; the conflict with for-
eign cultures must be avoided for an coexistence with foreign cultures in harmony.
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