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The Malaise of Modernity: Axiological Nihilism

LIU Shang-ming
(Institute of Philosophy, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510640)

Abstract: Modern society is highly secularized and rationalized. Yet, it is pervaded with nihilist atmosphere.
Uncertainty, rootlessness and negativity are characteristics of nihilism. Nihilism is connected with values.
Philosophical theory of values seeks to lay a solid foundation for values in order to protect modern life from the
impact of nihilism by reestablishing value system that is compatible with modern life. In modern life, loss of
beliefs and self-alienation are symptoms resulting from nihilism. Individualist and consumerist views of value are
forms of nihilism on the axiological plane. Common ground for evaluation can help overcome the axiological
nihilism.
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