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Confucianism of Life and Chinese Theory of Justice—
My Theoretical Interest in the Studies of Confucianism

HUANG Yu-shun
(Institute of Advanced Study of Confucianism, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100)

Abstract: The theoretical interest of my study of Confucianism is inspired by what Kongzi meant by “weiji
zhixue.” To transcend the physical/metaphysical dichotomy, I try to reopen the horizon of being and life, which,
though first opened by Kongzi and Mengzi, has long been forgotten. The result of this effort is  “Confucianism of
life” which addresses the problem of human existence on three theoretical levels: being or life — metaphysical
being — physical being; or: existential understanding — metaphysics — xing—er—xia—xue. The most authentic
manifestation of life and existence is human love and emotion. Xing —er —xia —xue includes epistemology and
ethics. Within the horizon of Confucianism of life, the latter will unfold into what I call “Chinese theory of
justice,” which I have been working on in recent years. The basic structure of theoretical problems is “ren — Ii
— zhi — yi — zhi — li — yue;” or: “human love and emotion — the problem of interest — the wisdom of
liangzhi or sense of justice — the principle of justice — intelligence or instrumental reason — lizhi or social
norms and institution — social harmony.”

Key words: Confucianism of life; being; life; emotion; Chinese theory of justice



