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Britain—China Cultural Encounters and Negotiations:
William Empson’s “China Experience”

ZHANG Jian
(Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089)

Abstract: William Empson, the famous English critic and poet, is a typical instance of East—West cultural
encounter. His experience as a foreigner living in the Orient reflects the East—West cultural difference and his
anxiety about his identity. A close reading of his “China works”, namely the poems, short story and critical
essays he wrote during this period, reveals his thinkings on culture and identity issues and the way his China
experience influenced his academic and critical views. His experience will also show the way cultures try to
achieve mutual understanding and accommodation by negotiations and adjustments.
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