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The Revival of a Civilization: from the Opium War to
Sino—American Power Politics—on the Short-
sightedness of Western Geo—political Theory

RUAN Wei
(School of Foreign Languages, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen, Guangdong 518060)

Abstract: China is a natural power because of its civilizational magnitude, yet due to its temporary
weakened state from the Opium War to the 1910s, the geo—political strategists of the West almost totally ignored
this important and obvious fact. With its rapid revival, China has risen from its humiliation to the status of a great
player in the big power politics, the global interactions between the major civilizations being now in fact pivoting
on the so—called “G 2”. It will be China’s destiny to assume more and greater international responsibilities.
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