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Human Nature in Daoist Philosophy

ZHANG Shang-ren

(Guangdong School of Government, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510200 )
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Abstract: The issue of human nature occupies an important place in Daoist philosophy. Daoism holds that

the original man was born naturally of Dao, therefore man’s nature is natural.

However, the man inhabiting

reality is far from being natural. There are two ways to recover man’s natural nature: one can study the sages

and the real men who retain man’s natural quality; the other is to reconnect with Dao through “children”.

According to Daoism, the naturally born man, during its struggle for survival, often deliberately alter its own

natural humanity and in the meantime transform the natural quality of other entities in the world. The result is a
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Towards a Common Civilization: G. Lowes Dickinson,
China, and Global Humanism

TONG Qing—sheng
(School of English, University of Hong Kong)

Abstract: Focusing on G. Lowes Dickinson’s critique of modern industrial civilization and his use of China
as alternative to capitalistic modernity, the essay attempts to show that comparative civilizational analysis serves a
distinct international agenda and is in fact a political project that aims to alter and amend our civilizational
configuration for international peace. Dickinson’s notion and practice of comparative civilizational studies embody
a global humanism that needs to be urgently renewed today in thinking about contemporary problems brought
about by globalization. The essay also contributes to the debate on the distinction between civilization and culture
and argues that their divergence is a historical product and that their unity needs to be restored for a better
understanding of the global human conditions.

Key words: G. L. Dickinson; civilization; culture; global humanism
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departure and fall away from the Dao not only for man but for the entire world. It is well-nigh impossible not to
lose the Dao, but if man can sincerely study the Dao and abide by it, man is capable of communion with Tian
and reclaiming the lost Dao. If man can rejoin the Dao by returning to it, then society and the world likewise
can return to the Dao.

Key words: Daoism; human nature; loss of-Dao;, Return



