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Iraq War’s Influence on American Soft Power and Reflecting on It

LI Cui-ting
(School of Foreign Languages, Hebei Normal University ,Shijiazhuang 050024, Hebei,China)

Abstract:In George W. Bush Administration, American foreign policy tended to unilaterally over-rely

on hard power. The effects of the September 11,2001, terrorist attacks made the US export fear and

anger rather than hope and optimism underlain by the values of democracy and human rights. Bush's o~

ver-responding to extremists provocations had damaged the image and influencing power of the United

States. Iraq War has caused the decline of American soft power. Democracy.human rights,and the de-

velopment of civil society in Iraq do not come from American military power. Within the American

soft power, there is a split between the influence of foreign policy and the values of political culture.
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