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A Review of Studies on Rumors from Multiple Perspectives

SUN Li
(Chongqing Engineering Technology Research Center for Information Management

in Development ,Chongqing Technology and Business University ,Chongqing 400067 ,China)

Abstract: Recently various subjects such as communication, sociology, psychology, politics have been
involved in the study of rumors. In the paper,relative literatures in Chinese and in English are exam-
ined,and some problems such as what are rumors, why there are rumors, why people believe rumors,
why people retail rumors and how to control and prevent rumors are reviewed respectively from indi-
vidual, group and social perspectives.
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Common Ground between Psychoanalyst Harry Stack
Sullivan and Philosopher Alfred North Whitehead
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Fairfield University ; Fair field ,Connecticut 06824 ,USA)
translated by WU Yun-peng. proofread by GAO Feng-qiang
(School of Psychology ,»Shandong Normal University,Jinan 250014,Shandong ,China)

Abstract ; This paper studies the common ground between Psychoanalyst Harry Stack Sullivan and Phi-
losopher Alfred North Whitehead in four parts,each dealing with a subject of mutual concern to the
two respective thinkers. Part One examines the extent to which both thinkers were influenced by the
insights of contemporary physics in formulating their view of the person. Part Two illustrates their
consistency on the features of personality development. Part Three illustrates the common importance
that the two thinkers attributed on language. Part Four touches on some areas of clinical interest from
the application learned from the Whitehead and Sullivan dialogues. Overall, this article reveals the po-
tentials of Whitehead's process philosophy as a means of providing a coherent theoretical ground for
contemporary psychiatry.

Key words: Alfred North Whitehead; philosophy of organism; Harry Stack Sullivan;interpersonal theo-

ry;common ground



