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The Image of China in Korean Classic Literature
QIN Zhi-ya
( School of Foreign Languages Beijing University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The present paper discusses how Koreans recognized and described China in classic literature and
highlights the meaning of the thoughts and images behind the descriptions. This paper tries to identify and lo—
cate Korean classic literature on the diverse branches of East Asian literature. In the time of the Goryeo and
Chosun dynasty a notable number of Korean classic literature takes China as their background and topic.
Some lyric poems and descriptive poems takes Chinese historical figures and events and Chinese beautiful
scenery as their theme. Some biographies and novels set in ancient China and mainly describe the Chinese
people. Through many different routes these Chinese features influenced ancient Korean literature. From en—
voys from China the journals of ambassadors to China Chinese books and Chinese pictures that nobles
owned Korean authors could make their indirect journey to China. Though those classic Korean literature set
in China and describe Chinese characters this paper finds out that those descriptions on China actually con—
veys Korean culture ideology emotion and destiny.
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