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St. Augustine and the Foundations of Catholic Natural Law Theory
KE Lan
( Law School Northwest University XI‘an 710069 China)

Abstract: The fundmental Christian Doctrine has focused on theories of creationism original sin and freewill.
St. Augustine framed these theories with Greek philosophies and based fundmental Christian Doctrine hence—
forth. St. Augustine invented the concept of eternal law beyond the natural law laying the premises of Catho—
lic Natural Law theory in the Middle Ages. He also discussed the meanings of Lex iniusta non est lex systemi—
cally. Eternal law is a kind of religionary moral rule with the ultimate objective of redemption after death
which can be achieved by adhering to the rule of loving God and loving the neighbour as thyself in spiritual
life and the foundation of justice is an order of loving which conformed with eternal law.
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@ See John Finnis Natural Law and Natural Rights Oxford Clarendon Press 1980 pp. 363 —364.



