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The Evolvement of the Conception of Civil Society
Within the History of Political Philosophy: the Development of
Dialectic Theories from Jean — Jacques Rousseau to Karl Marx
ZHANG Wen=xi BAO Da-wei
( Philosophy School Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: The definition of civil society was defined by Rousseau’s criticism on bourgeois accidentally howev—
er which unconsciously opened an era of the critique towards the coming capitalist society as well as the usage
of dialectics. In Hegel’s historicist system the definition of civil society was put on the basis of the liberty of
ethic through the unification of revolutionary dimension and abstract dimension of the civil society done by
the dialectics. This sideness or reality of the essence of civil society along with its facto relation with the
state was revealed and demonstrated by Karl Marx’s thorough utilization of dialectics in his historical material—
ist theory also by which the definition of civil society was finally grasped as the historical and material objec—
tive conditions for the liberation from the alienation facts.
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