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Comparison of mathematical views from I-Ching and
Pythagorean school

SONG Zi=in
( National Muscum of China Beijing 100006 China)

Abstract: By comparing the views on mathematics from I-ching and Pythagorean school this paper
examines the divergence of the origins of Chinese and western thoughts. It is believed that although Py-
thagorean school and I-hing view the properties of numbers differently they both claim that the prop—
erties of numbers exist outside the perceptual world and the numbers are the agents between thoughts and
existence. Both regard mathematics as an indispensable tool for human beings to understand the world.
The results show that in the early period of the formation of thoughts there is a common historical origin
between Chinese and western culture. It is during the transformation from nature worship to original reli—
gions that the eastern view of isolation of heaven and earth and the western view of mediation lead to a
gradual division of Chinese and Western thoughts.
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