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Unity of national day and the new year in Qin dynasty

WANG Xuedi
( Research Group of Qin-Han Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology
Xi‘an 710054 Shaanxi China)

Abstract: After Qin dynasty unified China a new regulation was set that royal celebration should
start from Shiyueshuo ( October 1st) . In Qin dynasty Zhuanxu calendar was adopted which regarded
lunar October 1st as the beginning of a year. So lunar October 1st was the first day of a year and it be—
came a national holiday. With the reform of calendar and intercalation the festival activities which ori—
ginated from Qin dynasty have deeply merged with Chinese culture.

Key words: Shiyueshuo ( October 1st) ; beginning of a year; Gaizhengshuo; Zhuanxu calendar;

Taichu calendar; twelve metal colossi
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