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Study on the Extensional Functions of Chinese and
English Interrogative Pronouns

Yang Na

( School of International Education Tianjin University Tianjin 300072 China)

Abstract: Interrogative pronouns which take interrogative meaning as the core category are the natural focus of sen—
tences. Having an important position in both Chinese and English languages the interrogative pronouns are often ex—
panded in usage. In order to meet the needs of communication the semantic domain of interrogative pronouns can be
expanded to the non-interrogative category which include universal reference indefinite reference exclamation and
negation. This phenomenon exists across languages showing it is not accidental whereas it is inextricably linked
with the common cognitive law of human being. Furthermore resulting from their syntactic positions as the interroga—
tive focus the interrogative pronouns of Chinese and English also have derivational functions of introducing a clause
or anaphora usage respectively.
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. b. How could you be so stupid?
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2. 7 5b  how
a. Brown shirts are never smart no matter who’ s
wearing them. o

b. Whoever they are they’ ve called our bluff.
( ) ~ N °

. “0 )7, what  how

o Haspelmath ~ Martin

o 100 64 .
’ 375 7
3.
3 13 » 6.
a. I
o b. How pretty you look!
4. Do you want to be accepted or what?
4 what
() 7.
a. ! !

o b. What another book about the Pre-Raphaelites?
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8. You are the only person in the world who

knows anything about me.
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10. o
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11. D L

12.

When although

o

13. 1 stop for cigarettes when 1 already have

two packs in the glove compartment.

What N o
14. “Well she’s what 13?”— “I13 yes.”
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Haspelmath ~ Martin
375

[13
no matter + °

15.
a. What a beautiful girl!
b. !
15a
what a beautiful girl.

15b @ ”»

()
16.

a~ o
b. How I dislike that man!
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