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Research on the MinWd Constraint for Chinese Loanwords:
Based on Phrasal Stress Perspective

Yuan Ye

( School of Foreign Languages Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics Beijing 100191  China)

Abstract: This paper argues that the traditional MinWd Constraint in phonology should be broken into three sub-con—
straints namely MinN MinV and MinA according to the parts of speech of the word concerned because different
word category tends to contain different number of syllables in response to the different degrees of stress they common-—
ly bear; e. g. an object NP tends to attract more stress than a head V. The three sub—constraints are claimed to com—
bine into a complex constraint in a Boolean conjunction relation on the basis of analysis of some transliterated loan—
words used in Chinese.
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1. What did John do?
He was teaching linguistics
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