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Information consumption gap and its prediction between urban and rural
residents in Jiangsu based on the ARMA model

JI Li HUANG Weidong

( School of Management Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications Nanjing 210023  China)

Abstract: Using the 1998—2012 data of Jiangsu province we studied the status of the urban and rural resi—
dents’ information consumption by analyzing such indicators as the information consumption tendency coefficient
and structure. The results indicate that information consumption of urban and rural residents in Jiangsu Province has
a good momentum of sustainable growth but the gap is also very obvious. By constructing the ARMA model we
made a shortterm prediction of the gap between urban and rural residents. The empirical results show that the
“digital gap” tends to expand constantly. On the premise of the exemplary role of urban residents’ information con—
sumption we suggest to shorten the gap by enhancing the information consumption capacity of farmers and impro—
ving the environment of rural information consumption.

Key words: information consumption; urban and rural residents; digital gap; the ARMA model
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