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Heaven and Human, the Ancient and the Modern in The Book of Songs
KE Xiao-gang
(School o f Humanities, Tongji University , Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: Why is The Book of Songs considered as one of the Six Great Scriptures Are there always
moral or political allegories in the Songs In light of the thought of “promoting Heaven or Tao
through showing emotions and desires” of Hanshi Waizhuan, The Book of Songs, regarded as one of
the Scriptures, is a harmonical text of Heaven and Human. Therefore, the traditional schools of The
Book of Songs, though very different from each other, have revealed a strong continuity. Some
modern interpretations of The Book of Songs tend to rely on the traditional criticism by Song and
Qing scholars, but they are actually based on misunderstandings.

Key words: The Book of Songs; moral allegory; heaven and human;  the ancient and the

modern; human nature
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